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BEYOND METAMORPHOSIS MOVES INDOORS
ARTIST VICTOR MATTHEWS TO COMMEMORATE LIVES LOST AT THE WORLD TRADE CENTER IN SITE-SPECIFIC INSTALLATION AT 

THE ARMORY SHOW 2003, 

THE INTERNATIONAL FAIR OF NEW ART 

2985 PAINTED UMBRELLAS TO “FLOAT” INSIDE PIER 92

Curator: Ombretta Agrò

NEW YORK, NEW YORK- The Armory Show 2003, The International Fair of New Art (March 7-10) will be the location of a special site-specific installation by artist Victor Matthews, honoring the victims of the World Trade Center.

Beyond Metamorphosis commemorates in a touching way, the 2985 victims of the World Trade Center. Victor Matthews has painted monarch butterflies on 2985 umbrellas, initially meant to be floating on the Hudson River between Piers 88 and 90, an area that has never been utilized during the previous editions of The Armory Show.  Due to inclement weather and harbor safety reasons, Victor Matthews, along with the Armory Show staff and the Piers’ management, have decided to relocate the installation to Pier 92.

The imposing structure will host the 2985 umbrellas in the installation.  Fittingly, this specific Pier was used as the Family Assistance Headquarters of the City’s Emergency Response Command in the aftermath of September 11th.   It is the intention of the artist to float the installation on the waters of New York City at a later date and location still to be determined, to implement the original plan

Victor Matthews was born in Brooklyn in 1963, and for many years has been living and working in a loft on Broadway, a few blocks below Canal Street.  He was one of the many displaced residents who found refuge at the Piers in the days following the tragic events of 9/11.  Beyond Metamorphosis, is his personal thank you to the site and to all those who worked there helping New Yorkers recover. Beyond Metamorphosis will be a poignant and enriching homage to all New Yorkers and will also deepen the link between the creativity of the artistic community and the recovery process of our unique city

The installation at Pier 92 will be presented: Thursday, March 6th, 1-9:30 PM; Friday thru Sunday, March 7th-9th, noon to 8 PM; Monday, March 10, noon to 5PM.  This exhibition is free to the public. 

Beyond Metamorphosis is a Fiscal Conduit project of the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council with funding provided by a number of individuals, foundations and corporations who through their generous support helped us in making this undertaking a reality. 

Supporters of Beyond Metamorphosis: The Rush Philanthropic Arts Foundation, Jacqueline and Sherman Lowy Foundation, illy caffé North America, Inc., Washington Irving High School, New York City Economic Development Corporation, Portparties, P and O Ports North America, Inc., Andre T. Balazs and Mary Katherine Ford, Leon Black, David Blaine, Vikram Chatwal, Leon and Estelle Fassler, Guy M. Frazier, John and Melinda Gould, Charles F. Irish Jr.,  Dayssi and Paul Kanavos, Mr. And Mrs. George E. Robb Jr., David Rosenberg, Dr. Ronald Ruden, Beth Rudin DeWoody, Rita Schrager, Russel and Kimmora Lee Simmons,  David G. Tisch.

Friends of Beyond Metamorphosis: Donald Baechler, Pat Caporaso, Francesco and Alba Clemente, Renee Cox, Sante D’Orazio, Kathleen Goncharov, Ellen Haddigan, Steven Lowy, Brice and Helen Marden, Ouattara.

For further information regarding Beyond Metamorphosis please contact:

Ombretta Agrò, curator, T: 212-473 4464, oma@rnapartners.com
Victor Matthews, artist, T: 212-274 0266, Vm10013@aol.com
Tiffany Hunold, coordination, graphics, Cell: 917- 353 5608, tiffany_h@gmx.de 

Victor Matthews was born in Brooklyn in 1963 and currently lives in New York City. He attended the High School of Art and Design and received his BFA from the Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale. His work was exhibited in numerous solo and group exhibitions here and abroad, including the 48th Venice Biennale (with Renee Cox), Sala 1 (Rome), Stephen Wirtz Gallery (San Francisco), Rubinstein Diacono Gallery (New York). His work is in the permanent collection of the Museum Overholland (Amsterdam), Cornell University (Ithaca NY), Museum Ludwig (Cologne), New School for Social Research (New York), and Nuova Icona (Venice) amongst others. 

In conjunction with Beyond Metamorphosis, small paintings from Victor Matthews’ Self-Monarch series will be on view at Red Dot Gallery from March 5th to April 22nd, 2003.  The gallery is located at 140 West 22nd Street, 6th floor, Tel: 212-675  0461. www.reddotart.com 

The Armory Show 2003 - The International Fair of New Art takes place March 7 - 10, 2003, on Piers 88 and 90 in New York City. General admission is $15. Artist Barnaby Furnas has been commissioned to create original artwork for all the visual materials and publications associated with the fair.  The Opening Night Preview Gala (Thursday, March 6) is a benefit for the Exhibition Fund of The Museum of Modern Art, New York. Information about The Armory Show 2003 is available on the Internet at www.thearmoryshow.com.
PAGE  
2
-  - 

