Press Release

The Sidewalk Project

Visual arts and performance meet on the sidewalks of Brooklyn on the occasion of the 2003 d.u.m.b.o. art under the bridge festival, October 17-19, 2003
A project conceived and curated by Ombretta Agrò 

The Sidewalk Project was born out of the desire of the Curator to work with unusual locations around d.u.m.b.o. – that would normally not be considered exhibition venues – during the d.u.m.b.o. art under the bridge festival.  This was the same starting point behind the 2002 festival project Ombretta Agrò curated, The Freight Elevator Project II, which displayed the works of 20 international artists in freight and passenger elevators in various buildings around the neighborhood.

Because of the peculiarity of the sites, the Curator is focusing on the transient aspect of sidewalks, (according to Webster’s Dictionary, “a paved walk for pedestrians at the side of the street”, which people use to move from place to place) in the attempt to mutate these transitory places into fixed locations where various “acts” will take place.

The idea is fairly simple: various “sets” will be created around the neighborhood thanks to the intervention of artist Caitlin Masley.  Masley’s luscious digital prints that recreate virtual French gardens will be displayed on various walls around the neighborhood’s sidewalks.  The contrast between the green manicured nature of the gardens and the gray tones of the industrial surroundings will create the perfect background for the project.

Artists Angelo Musco and Maia Anthea Marinelli will be enlivening the streets with their acts in various areas around the neighborhood.  BROOD, the moving installation Angelo Musco will be staging on October 18th, from 3:30 to 4:30 PM at the intersection of Jay and Plymouth Streets, consists in a gathering of no less than 250/300 people blind folded and fully dressed in white.  The crowd will be arranged by the artist to represent a large egg, a mobile structure where people’s extremities resemble spermatic filaments.  The installation will invade and modify the space with a large mass of figures symbolizing the human egg, the primordial container of life.  

Maia Anthea Marinelli will present ARAZZO, a mixed media art project that uses a "minority handicraft" to metamorphose inanimate objects into creatures with their own lives.  The work will be composed of two knit pieces made out of the same woolen thread, each of them starting from one extreme of the thread.  Two performers will be sitting by the end of two opposite blocks (intersection of Washington and Water Streets) and beginning knitting starting from the two extremities of the woolen thread.  The two pieces meet in the center where no more thread is left. In order for one piece to be completed the other one must be destroyed. This visual metaphor stresses the policy with which every imperialistic culture operates. 

DIRECTIONS TO THE DUMBO AREA:

F TRAIN to York Street. Right on Jay Street.

A/C TRAIN to High Street(from Manhattan, exit at back of train).  Cross Cadman Plaza West, walk through park, bear left,

walk down hill on Cadman Plaza East/Washington Street.

WALK OVER BROOKLYN BRIDGE, take the first stairs on the left (look for the down ramp),

turn left onto Cadman Plaza East/Washington Street and walk downhill.

DRIVE OVER BROOKLYN BRIDGE, take the Cadman Plaza West exit (stay in the right lane).  Take the first right, then the next right onto Prospect and drive under the bridge.  Take the first left onto Washington Street.  There is a 24 hour parking lot on the left.

MANHATTAN BRIDGE, turn right onto Tillary and take it to the end.  Turn right onto Cadman Plaza West, then right onto Prospect and follow the directs above.

For more information please contact Ombretta Agrò at (212) 473 4464 or oma@rnapartners.com

