Mark Orange

‘Ascension 2002’

This audio installation is based around a series of recordings that the artist has made with musician Brandon Evans, which explore some of the harmonic and rhythmic innovations of the jazz avant-garde of the 1960’s. 

Incongruously playing back from the depths of a dumpster sited in the elevator, we hear the artist and musician rehearsing and discussing ensemble passages of ascending and descending scales in John Coltrane's ‘Ascension’ (1965). 

Punning on the spirituality of Coltrane’s title and (in the context of the elevator) the narrative associations of ascending and descending musical scales, the work also alludes to a 60’s moment of societal and personal revolution and transformation and, by playing back from a recycling dumpster, suggests the potential still latent in this avant-garde-that-was.

This project is part of a group of site-specific works that the artist has made since 1995. In a series of audio installations for buildings including a 700 year old Irish castle; a 1920’s art-deco cinema; and a contemporary art center (PS1 in Queen’s), the artist has used interview techniques and the formats and conventions of radio documentary to create unconventional narratives around architectural sites.
